
Katharina Kaska, Divided and destroyed: On a fragment of the Magnum Legendarium 
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In this paper a late 12th-century fragment of the Gesta Silvestri which was used as the binding 

of a collection of 16th-century printed booklets in the library of the Cistercian abbey of 

Heiligenkreuz (Lower Austria) is attributed to the Magnum Legendarium Austriacum by 

codicological, palaeographical and textual comparisons. Together with documents on the 

monastery’s book collection from the 14th and 15th century, it sheds light on the 

fragmentation, destruction and re-use of parts of this famous legendary in Heiligenkreuz. 
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