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There is a general tendency when writing the history of medieval universities to describe
them simply in institutional terms. When historians deal with universities, their approach is
usually based on diplomatic sources, that is, documents like statutes, cartularies, rotuli, lists
of students, biographical portraits of masters, and so on, in order to depict how the institu-
tions functioned. This presentation will adopt a different perspective. A compelling way to
discover the early history of the University of Vienna is to emphasize its highest intellectual
production, the writings of the bachelors and masters of the Faculty of Theology, the prem-
ier unit of graduate studies in medieval universities. | propose to focus on a specific genre,
commentary on the Sentences, the text that linked professors and students in that ad-
vanced bachelors produced them. The University of Vienna ended up with a standard com-
mentary, the first version of which was compiled by Nicholas of Dinkelsbihl around 1400, as
contained in his autograph in manuscript 269 (274) from the Schottenstift Library in Vienna.
Therefore, | would like to focus my presentation on different aspects of the commentary of
Nicholaus of Dinkelsbihl in order to better understand the practice of teaching theology at
the new University of Vienna. First, | will focus on the material aspect of his commentary,
more exactly how the material status of a document can inform us about the academic ex-
ercise in Vienna. Second, | will offer some case studies illustrating Dinkelsbihl’s methodol-
ogy. Third, | will present how he deals with doctrinal issues in order to familiarize you with
the intellectual interest of students and professors in Vienna.
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