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Abstract: The article deals with the Lower Austrian circle offices (Kreisimter) and their role in
the state-building process during the reign of Maria Theresa. As the first administrative bodies of
the State at regional level, the circle offices were an important factor in the administrative
development of the rural areas in the Habsburg Monarchy. The article examines the conflict
between the estates and the government over the position of this new authority, its bureaucratic
apparatus of administration, and its most important tasks: the collection of data for the
government, the supervision of norm implementation by the local authorities, the control of
manorial officials in their conduct of office as well as the own administrative activities of the
circle offices in the field of internal administration.
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