
Medieval Women's Seals in 
Bohemia and Moravia
Martina BOLOM-KOTARI (Hradec Králové)

307. Institutsseminar des Instituts für Österreichische Geschichtsforschung

Montag, 15. Dezember 2025, 17 Uhr c.t., Seminarraum Geschichte 1 (dieser liegt am Gang 
direkt vor dem Institut)

In the Middle Ages, a seal was a mean used by the elites of society, by people who had 
property and power. It was intended to serve as a tool of identification and 
representation, to express the will of its owner at the specific moment and to materialize 
it even after his death. It is precisely the fundamental connection of the seal with power 
and (active) ownership of property that is the reason why the seal was a common tool in 
the hands of men, but only a rare tool in the hands of women.
A medieval woman entered the public space through a seal. That is why the oldest 
medieval sphragistic monuments often belong to women – wives of rulers, who were 
regents for their minor sons or represented their husbands during their absence from the 
country. They also used the seal when they had to (were allowed to?) deal with property, 
often only during their widowhood. Women's seals, and therefore everything related to 
their use, function, legal and social significance, have not yet received much attention in 
Czech historiography.
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